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1987 Michael Fish’s forecast

"Earlier on today, apparently, a 
woman rang the BBC and said 
she heard there was a 
hurricane on the way; well, if 
you're watching, don't worry, 
there isn't, but having said that, 
actually, the weather will 
become very windy, but most of 
the strong winds, incidentally, 
will be down over Spain and 
across into France



1987

• Charles Warlow takes up Chair of Neurology

• Terry Waite taken hostage in Lebanon (released 1991)

• Margaret Thatcher re-elected

• Kings Cross fire

• CoE synod agrees to the ordination of women

• £1M Operation Deepscan fails to locate the Loch Ness Monster

• IKEA opens its first UK Branch in Warrington

• Birth of Andy Murray



Bramwell-Dott Building



The ‘Bramwell Dotters’



1988 technology

PC: No mouse, no windows
No internet
No Google
JANET

Laptop – no
‘Portable’ computer
Weight 3-5 kg!

Communication aids
Mobile phone –’the brick’
Fax machine
Pager





1988

Screening patients to find candidates for ECST



IST-1 1991-7: 467 hospitals in 37 
countries recruited 19,435 patients



1994 Cochrane Stroke Group



‘The book’ team: 
3 editions: 1996, 2001, 2008



1996:

A big high-

the IST 

results 

meeting 

Munich



FOOD 1-2-3 1996 onwards



1998 SBIRC at WGH



Stroke Clinical Service
Brain Imaging

Research

Trials &

systematic reviews

Epidemiology

Registers/audits



2002



Scottish National Strategy for Stroke

• Launched in 2002

• Targets included:
Establish managed clinical 
networks

Stroke units

More rapid imaging

Manpower plan & Training

National audit

Improved IT



2002 randomised trials
(+GALA)



Cochrane Stroke Review Group (CSRG): 
209 reviewers from 28 countries preparing 

systematic reviews on the prevention, 
treatment and rehabilitation of stroke

Cochrane Library May 2002 edition includes, from CSRG
63 completed systematic reviews

29 protocols of reviews in progress
4396 reports of stroke trials



Epidemiology - SIVMS



2007 Technology has changed a bit!



Brain Imaging



SINAPSE



1998 - Brain Research Imaging Centre (BRIC) opens at WGH
2006 - the Neuroimaging Sciences project administration mechanisms merged with the Clinical Research Facility
2016 - BRIC became part of Edinburgh Imaging & Now called Edinburgh Imaging Facility WGH
2017 - a second Brain Research Imaging Facility opened developed at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh



2004



Registers and Audits

• LSR

• Stroke audit

• SSCAS

• National Strategy



NHSQIS Standards, Summary Table (2005/2006)
Green – meet or exceed National Standards

Red - Do not meet National Standards but are performing better than the average for 

Scotland in 2005

Black- Do not meet National Standards and are performing worse than the average for 

Scotland in 2005.

Hospital

Admitted to 

SU <= 1 day

%

Swallow

<= 1 day

%

Brain scan

<= 2 days

%

Aspirin

<= 2 days

%

NV clinic

<= 14 days

%

NV clinic

<= 7 days

%

2005 Scotland – wide 50 44 79 56 58 30

Royal Infirmary 

Edinburgh 50 31 82 50 NR NR

St Johns Hospital

(Livingston) 25 53 74 61 23 7

Western General 

Hospital 55 38 94 75 77 27

Glasgow Royal 

Infirmary 64 81 81 60 n/a n/a

Stobhill Hospital 49 67 90 67 n/a n/a

Western Infirmary 

Glasgow 82 83 97 86 n/a n/a

Southern General 

Hospital 90 67 97 78 n/a n/a

Victoria Infirmary 

Glasgow 8 42 88 65 n/a n/a



2015 The move to Little 
France

And this is where I start to lose track!

…saved by the CCBS website

(congratulations to the website team!)















Citation analysis
Web of Science 29/06/17

Search for AUTHOR: (WARLOW CP OR SANDERCOCK PA OR SANDERCOCK PAG OR DENNIS MS OR WARDLAW 
JM OR SALMAN RA OR SALMAN RAS OR SALMAN RASSAS OR SUDLOW CL OR SUDLOW CLM OR SUDLOW CM 

OR DOUBAL FN OR WHITELEY WN OR MEAD GE OR CVORO V OR WARLOW CP OR SANDERCOCK PA OR 
SANDERCOCK PAG OR DENNIS MS OR WARDLAW JM OR SALMAN RA OR SALMAN RAS OR SALMAN RASSAS 

OR SUDLOW CL OR SUDLOW CLM OR SUDLOW CM OR DOUBAL FN OR WHITELEY WN OR MEAD GE OR CVORO 
V OR FARRALL AJ OR FARRALL AJ OR MACLEOD MR.  

This search will not detect articles published in Group Name only (e.g. International Stroke Trial Collaborative Group), so 
the estimates areprobably conservative





..time for the cake!

•Thanks to our resident ‘Mary Berry’… 
Aileen

•Thanks to everyone who has contributed 
to the SRG over the past 30 years

•Apologies for all those I have missed out

•Best wishes for the next 30 years!
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